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TO COUNTY ASSESSORS, AUDITORS, AND TAX COLLECTORS::

ASSESSMENT OF LEASED DERSONAL PRDPERTY

— Assembly Bill 709 (Statutes 1973, Chapter 786) requlres that a notice of’
assessment and a tax bill be sent to both the lessor and lessee if the
property is enrolled jointly on the unsecured roll, It amends Section 405
of the Revenue and Taxation Code to read as follows:

"(a) Annually, the assessor shall assess all the taxable
property in his county, except state-assessed property,.
to the persons owning, claiming, possessing, or
controlling it on the lien date. '

" (b) The assessor may assess all taxable property in his
‘ county on the unsecured roll jointly to both the lessee
and lessor of such property,

(¢) Notices of assessmentl and tax bills relating to jointly
S A assessed property on the unsecured roll shall be mailed
: _ . to both the lessee and the lessor at their latest
addresses known to the assessor,”

As amended, Section 405 of the Revenue and Taxation Code allows the assessor
to assess leased property to either a single assessee (lessee or lessor) or
to joint assessees (lessee and lessor) if the assessment is on the unsecured

roll.

Supgested Procedure Where the Assessor Elects to Assess a Single Assesee

If the assessor decides to assess to only one party, we offer the following
suggestions: .

1. The assessee should be selected by considering the sufficiency
of security for the payment of taxes, the ease of administration, and the
exempt status of the lessor or lessee,

1/ Applies to Section 619, Notification of Amount of Assessment.
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\ﬁg? -1. List the first person named and his mailing address on the

assessment roli. The dual assessment, of course, is listed in both names,

3 2, Prov1de the tax collector w1th the mailing address of the
" second person if the computer record files do not contaln space for both
‘names and addresses.. : ‘

3. Put on both the original and the copy of each 301nt tax bill
- the following printed or stsmped statement' . _ o

'NOTICE _ : . , :
This is a joint assessment, One payment satisfies the
tax liability, It is the obligation of those assessed
to determine who w111 make the payment.

Here is an example of the recommended assessment roll entry. In this case
the assessor determined that the most likely person to pay the tax bill

'is the lessor; therefore, the lessor (first listed) rec¢eives the orlglnal
tax bill, and the lessee (second llsted) receives the coPy of the tax bill,

-Taxpayer s Business Mﬁchines (lessor)
111:Main Street ‘ Co
Akron, Ohio -

_ : John Jones (lessee)
&"‘K- _ o _ 222 Front Street
N - Sacramento, California

ExceSS1ve costs of programming and maintaining computer record files in
smaller counties may cause assessors to type the multi-copy ("snap-out")
dual purpose assessment roll sheets and tax bills.

If you have any questions regarding the above, please contact William Grommet
- of this division concerning the assessment of the property or Earl Lucas, Chief,
. Division of Local Government, Fiscal Affairs, State Controller's Office,
1227 '0' Street, Room 509, Sacramento California 95814, phone (916) 445-5153
concerning thé procedures to be followed by the county auditor and tax collector,

Sincerely,
9@64- 2 ?,mWQaMﬂ/\

Jack ¥, Eisenlauer, Chief
Assessment Standards Division
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